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REASON THINKS: RELIGION DREAMS- 



Letters 



ATHEISM IS THE ONLY SOLUTION 
Sir. 

Since long wo have been talking of 
secularism, unity of religions, respect for all 
religions to solve the communal problems. 
But nothing has been achieved and more we 
t«lk of religious unity more the religious; 
hatred spreads. 

When you believe In some sort of suprme 
power and lake religious books as divine 
books you lose all thinking powei and close 
your eyes towards reason. It is a well 
known fact that religion and God have 
divided humanity and divine values have 
failed humanity. 

Atheism fs the only solution of commu- 
nal problem and pave the way for better 
living and better society. 

— Shyamlal, Delhi. 

HINDU MARRIAGES 




Sir. 

We the Arobedkaritei the Buddhists of 
the Punjab State highly appreciate the bill of 
Mr- Shiv Dayal Singh Chauraala which seeks 
lo secularise and simplify the Hindu 
Marriages. Marriage la a sccial Institution 
and lo conduct It must not be u monopoly of 
one caste as at present It is. The bill while 
seeking to legalise the ma'rlages between 
two Hindu* by mutual garlanding in the 
presence of fiiends and relative* or it similar 
simple cer monies does not intend to cancel 
the provisions already existing In the Hindu 
Mamies Ad. In fad, it seeks to introduce 
an addition which will he an optional one 
and provide legal protection to ihc persons 
willing to adopt a secular way of marriage. 
We earnestly want this bill passed, as it Is a 
badly needed and ove-due tblcg. The 
Tamilnadu legislator* has already pa>9ed 
such a hill 



Mi hoped that toe Government will 
take a realistic view of the aspirations of 
modern India and will aide with the progressi- 
ve, rational and humanistic bills of this kind. 

— Surendra Ajnat, Banga. 



FREETHOUGHT 
Sir. 

J am , ,n,er «ted In becoming a member 
or R \ since I am greatly Impressed bv the 
acllvule* undertaken by it for popularising 

Rationalist movement. 

Please let me know whether the member- 
ship entitles me to get the issues of the 
THr Bht P rovokin 8 monthly FREE- 

- S. Balachandra Rao. Bangalore. 



l.R.A. ENDOWMENT FUND 



Sir. 

The Rationalist! rlght'y assert that they 
have been enlightened by the scientific 
concept of accepting any view, opinion or 
version, be it pertaining to religion, social 
behaviour or human attitude, only after 
having put I to rigorous test of reason. 

This lofty achievement of h Rationalist 
should not be allowed to be confined to 
himself but should pervade and percolate 
amongst multitudes of our brethercn who are 
"till (tuck in the quagmire of ignorance, 
superstition, myth* and miracles and there- 
fore, the Rationalists should respond to the 
Appeal of the President of the Indian 
Rationalist Aasoctation to donate 2%of 
their annual net income to the IRA Fndow- 
ment Fund 

If we fail to do so we may be termed ■■ 
arm-chair Intellectual acrobnts. whow 
eloqunnv words are washed away. 

Ion my humble part have donated 
Ra. 200 to IRA Endowment Fund and very 
earnestly entreat other fellow rationalists to 
rush ihetr donations to l.R.A. 

— M. K. Samant, 
Vice President. B.R.A., Bombay. 
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'• The Miride of Islam was that It 
destroyed Idvlairy, sod the t'agedy of 
Mu-lin. bis been that trey icdCcico teflon 

Into the !.■'.. i wl jii Idol." 

— Field Marshall Muhimmad Ayub Khan, 
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SURVIAL OF ISLAM 

S'ven hund ed million Muslims of lh«» 
world lo dav face on acule coi flict he*»ren 
Ideas evi bed in seventh cen'u'y trd en dl- 
ti-»ns prevailing in I wenlieth cen»ur>. he ! wren 
rcliB'on and tradition on the one hi nd and 
icknce and technology on the rther. 

Overthrow of outmoded Sheikhs and 
Shahs by military and or religious d ci*tois 
has not aulckened the proceis of mndernisa- 
tion and democratisation lihy*. Piklnan 
and Tan Rhine as models of ohacurnn»lsm of 
the second kind while i audi Arabia M* rrcca 
»nd other Sheikhdoms con'lnue |0 gr< an 
under the w.ril atrocities Viiiheil m n*y 
at their command, the Middle- 1 a*-! remotes 
dlclnle in other Muslim c< ui tries io rnsu'e 
that ouim*ded 1 Limn" lei el* aie enfoiced 
Io the latter as well: 

Muslims of India and ab'0*d I People 
cannot be dece'ved by Mam Hinduism or 
i nv other religion Mus'im women (o«r 
300 m. of them) ca^n. t be t'talrd as 
ch*t'el«. suhcudinaiel and humillat d. 
Through fear and revivaKam, illetiiilm -le 
Governnenis cannot subject c lighten* d 
JndiviJunU (o crue'tv and confo; ml.im In ihc 
oaine of Quoranic law. 

The g»me of Hindu and Muslim 
reactionary forces laccusl g each other rtf 
ex'remism onlv to ret tin ircr hold on »ur 
country Is dispicahle- It is noteworthy 
thtt i-juemists amongst Hindu*. M'u-Hms 
aid S khs alike supp -ited and continue lo 
suppi rt jointly the present J»n la Oove'D- 
rrent (if ihey lcumelv fear et-ch other, 
thev shi>iild be in rpposlog oampa*. This in 
Itself shows that the s -called enmity 
het*een re'iiil us groups is onlv a cover to 
whio up reliainus feelings and keep their 
supporters tense in Ignorance. 

The real enemy of *nv religion is not 
another relielon. but enlightenment (aware- 
ness of one's right* and mtde ts and 
rationalism. Islam *ill have a lease of Ufa 
o ly «.o lonn as the suop es*ed pe pie are n l 
able to overtr.to* the ruling cliques £ 
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Readers' Forum 



(The following Mm f'om t 18 year 
old young Man from Dacca. Bangladesh 
■peaks tot luelfof how difficult it li fof 
■ boy bora In a Muillm family to turn 
Raii <nahst. Kudoi to young aud brave 
Master ihafiqur Rahman.) 



I had ba:n suffering from fever of a 
lerloui tyre- So 1 waa too prostrated tu 
a.swer your epUtle. Unfortunately I had 
to luffer for a long period. My nelgft- 
b un spread rumour that at I do not 
belivc to revelation, prophelhood. prayer^ 
miracle, and supernatural elements, Allan 
had punished me wit \ these diseases. 
They also say that at 1 do Dot recite the 
Quranic hymns before my mother's grave and 
as I also do not pay the mullahs for praying 
AlUh for my deceased mother's salvation. 
her soul casts evil upon me causing ray severe 
illnesi. Not only the neighbours but also my 
father as wall I clieves in luperoelural beings. 
As I believe in free thought and in the 
rationalistic way of life, my father did not 
call in any doctor. He hoi also seized my 
pocket money and he pays not tingle paisa 
to purchase my dresses etc needed by me. 

My grandfather who once loved me 
dearly, dislikes me. My article " The 
chracier of God" published in FREE- 
TUOUGBT (January 19/8) has been the sole 



cause. My statement " Allah Is the greatest 
Satan " hurt bis religious seritin ems since be 
also believes in Allah, prophelhood and 
re»elaiion. However, he Is a rationalist in 
some degree. In my childluod. I never went 
out of home in the evenings and nights fir 
fear of ghosts, jinm etc. I have passed many 
nights slceplessly It waa my granduiher who 
told me that there was no ghost, jinn nor any 
evil spirit. 

Once ny aunt wis ill. It was believed 
by the whole village irm she sit possessed 
by a ghost. Mmy exorcists, sa es. bibas. 
f*k.irs, maulvu Acre calico in to tre l her. 
Some suggested lo exercise, some presciibed 
sever: ph. sicil tourture, some sugge>'ed to 
put on divine amileis. sime prescribed 
powdered p pper to be used in the e.es, s »me 
advised the Qiran to be re .id by Tour prrs >ns 
to her and yel some others asked to feed ihe 
mullah and fakir guests. It was only my 
grand fa I her who acctpicd noie of the abuva 
directions He said that all evil spirits were 
Imaginary onlv to be found in the fjiy tilei 
told by our forefiihers She had been 
suff ring from aume diseases- hvslcua, blood 
pre sire, catalepsy and the like or sue was 
sexually dissatisfied. 

My grmdfither also tell* mc thit we 
hear about gr-atmen like Jesus, Buddha, 
Mohammad Knsh.iti a*e not all true. 
Historians and oi«ciples of e-idi treat m'n 
describe their reaptCii'C tca>.heis' lite stones 
with exaggeration ai.d fabricated luuJents. 
I would be very tilad if I cm j tin y >ur n jble. 
honest and la id : le - ff ■ i In the ciu»e of 
emanclpaiiou of Ine human mind and 
Intellect. I would be delignud to join IRA. 
wbi h is well aware of ihe obstruction of 
superstitious thought, either religious or 
secular to human progress and happiness 
of mankind. 

— Shafiqur Rahman, 
Dacca, Bangladesh A 
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RATIONALIST BOOKS IN TELUGU 

At a meeting of the executive committee 
of A. P. Radical Humanist Association held 
at Chinla on 6ib June ft was decided to 
publish three books in Telugu viz. 'What 
is Rationalism ' by M. V. Ramamurty and 
* Nasukatvaro & Naititatyani ' and ' Viswa 
Taivjni* by Ravipudi Venkatadri. A resj- 
luti -u was also passed opposing Vmuba 
Bhave's compaiga for baa oa cow-siaughicr, 



WAR*NGAL RATIONAL 1ST 
ASSOCIATION FORMED. 

fii a meeting of the Rationalists of 
Warangfil city convened by Dr- Har Gopal 
of Kakatiya Universiiy at the Town Hull on 
3id Juna It was decided to form a City 
Rationalist Ass<cia*i<n. Dr. An>jad All 
presided over the meeting. 

Mr M V. Rimnmurthy, Vice-President 
of IRA explained the alms and objects of the 
Rationalist Mo*emt nt » nd lis present thrust 
Mi. M. V. Subbi>mma, Vice President of 
A. P. Rationalist Association reported the 
proceedings of the A. P. Rationalist 
Conference held on 6ih May at Eluru and 
exhorted the audience to form a local asso- 
clafton. Mr V. S. Prasad of Kakaliya 
University endorsed the Idea 

An Adhoc Committee of five including 
the President of the meeting wiih 
Mr. G. S eenlvasa Reddy, lecturer in Public 
Ad mi .1- ,d im.t, of Kakuliya University was 
constituted. It was charged with the respon- 
sibility of bringing into existence the luca' 
issociarion at meeting to be held later with 
due pub Icity, This mrating was attended by 
•bout 40 persons Includi. g lecturers, doctors 
and other clilo of the iowq. 



RATIONALIST STUDY COURSE 
AT VIJAYAWADA 

Charvaka Rationalist Study Classes were 
conducted under the auspices of ' Chsrvhka 
Telugu Rationalist m>in>hly from 2« a to :i . 
June at M^ntessoi* College at Vijiyiwada 
under the presidentship of Mr Ks«ara 
Prabhu Prof T. Venugopal of Siddh^rha 
Engireenng College inaugurated the Mudy 
Course. 

Mr- Ravlpudl Venkatadri. President of 
A. P. Rationalist Association spkc on 
'Rationalism*. Mr. K. Padma Rao, vice* 
president of the said association sp ko on 

• Literature and Religiou ' and ' Exposure of 
Bible '. Ms M V Subbamma another vice- 
president talked on ' Rational! m aid 
Women '. Mr. M. V. Ramamurtby a vice- 
president of I.R. A. addressed the compel on 

* Rational'sm ', Caste and Rc^ervail »i & ', 
'Secularism* and -our Task*. KaUpra- 
poorna Kondavetl Venkatakavl. VenlgelU 
Subba Rao of A. P. Rationalist Asscciail n 
spuke on 'Legends and Myths' and 
1 Absurdities In Rituals and Worship ' 
respectively. Mr. C. V. Bntighieoed tha 
camped on 'Ancient Materialist Thought '. 
Mr. Eswara Prabhu poopbooed the acfipturet 
In his lecture. Mr. Nandurl Pras^da R*o, 
Lavaoam and Mr. Ttimmala Gopela- 
krisboalab addressed (ho gatherings on 
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'Dialectical Materialism \ 'Atheism' and 
' Socialise ' iciptCtivel . Mr. Tripuranci 1 
Venkaus*ara Rao explained the several 
uends in Gceta. 

In nil 35 persons hailing from 1 1 districts 
firm Viz>an.it?ifr*im lo belhre. Cudd-pah. 
Nalgondo and Hyderabad benefitted from the 
cjuisc of -I dajS. 



DIVINE LIGHT IN PANTNAGAR 

What are the du**bus ch irsc'cs connected 
wlih the noioilous Divine Life S. ciety • f that 
Ill-Umcd Balyogeshwar < f the yesteryears 
doing in this agricultural univenily ? Whal 
are they up to 7 loirigumgly, why ate Iht 
varsity officials encoding their patronage to 
thctc people t 

For answer*, one lus only to recall the 
•llcgrd links of tho aociely with the CIA ard 
the activities of the B.lyogesh*ar and alsi-, 
of course, toe extensive connection* of ibe 
varsity wi'h CIA'* froot organisations. 

It may bo recalled the jetiet. permanently 
teena^ed gudman Baljogesbwar. who ma-ned 
his American scccury much elder ihnn him 
a<>d who *a« detained at the Palam airpoit 
for smuggling, hbd cteated much duIsc some 
years hack. Iq that connecliun many revela- 
tions had also come to fore about his alleged 
asfcuLiatiuQ with ClA. 

Ofcourse. after that epislde nothing 
much Is hea-d about him as he had left l^e 
cou- try wt«h h'S s-cetary-cu n-wife and 
settled in America B j! hit "mission" in 
the c uotry c rtinued lis activities. 

Ti ■■]■■ vanity has g >t the dubious distinc- 
tion of having relations with maoy CIA 
organizations and iostiiutioos like Foia 



Foundation and Land Grant University. 1< 
used to gel a lot of fund from these sources 
as also PL 4*0 funds. It was wlcely talked 
■ bout In those days that many C I A. 
operatives in the garb of academicians were 
infesting the varsity. 

It may al*o be recalled tha' this area has 
teen ■ f special interest to the C l.A. and 
other foreign agencies for long, and now also 
it continues to be> A classic i x^mple ofihis 
is the " People* C-»ile^es of llaldwani '■ 
■which was m tortoui fur its suspicious 
activities. 1 he nff iis of this college W«i 
discussed in the American senate as j, 

The activities of th Divine Life Society 
In this varsity started last year with a lecture 
session by S*amy AJhyamanard on Yoga 
and other subjects. The progrtmme was 
orgai Ised by no less a person than the Nice- 
chancellor himself. 

From then onwards these dubious 
characters of the si cicty are busv in the 
campus. What is more intrlpulng Is that 
lh*ir m ivemetts are shrouded io much 
secrecy. 



RATIONALISTS DENOUNCE 
VIMJU 'a BLACKMAIL UN COW 

The General Body Meeting of the 
Karnataka Rationalist Association, which 
met at Bangalore on 3— 5— iS79 " to counter 
a blackmail uf Vmoba Uhave on the cow- 
slaughtcr issue". p>sscd resolutions congra- 
tulating the Governments uf *\est Bengal 
and Kerala and o.'p ifclng m «ve to transfer 
the animal welfare lurject ium the Stale list 
tu the concurrent n&l. 

To express s 'lidnity wiih 'he millions 
of beef-eater of India i.nd I hf 'C untouchables 
tod others dcpcudiog ou the ludei ai.d skirt 



July, 1979 



199 



business I r KRA der-'ded to hold a •• Beef 
Party " on May 1 5 &t Bangalore. 

Prof. A. M. Dharmslingam. President, 
in a *peich said Vinoba Bhave never went on 
fast on the burning economic and social 
problems such as JoTi»hcdpur communal 
Riots or masiicre of untouchables. Mr. V T. 
Rajshckar Shcity. Secietary, of the K.R S. 
said cow-slaufchicr Issue was taken up to 
finish lie only leftist Governments in 
West Bengal and Kerala which had the 
highest concentration of Muslims in lodia. 
Prof. M. IJ. Nanjui.daswamy. Jurist, said 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi was behind Vinobn's 
fast to force Janta to ban cow-slaughter 
which in turn would nnkemuslrm to cume 
back to her party, Pruf. Cutir.ho of the 
Catholic Association of India spoke of the 
" coi ipiracy" to finish muslims to come 
through c.iw-sl nighter and Christians through 
" Treed m of Religion Bdi"\ Mr. Venka- 
tappa ol the Dalit Action Ccmmitiee said the 
Scheduled Caste and 1 ribes engaged hi hide 
tnd skins business would be seriously affected 
by the ban c n ct w-slaugftter. Mr M A 
Delvi, Convener of the Muslim- Dalit 
Alliance. &»ked Muslims to join hands with 
Dalits on this cow-staugter issue because 
both would be hurt badly If cow-slaughter 
was banned. 

The meeting unanimously passed maoy 
resolutions condemning the proposed baa on 
cow slaughter. 

V. T. Rajisehkara Shetty. 



Dr. Raman suggested audaciously thai 
astrology should be ioirtducedaa a subject 
of study in Indian universities. He said i 
** If we a'e reall Intrested in studying and 
teaching Indian culture and phil sopby, we 
should bB«e chairs forthe study and teaching 
of Indian astrology, yoga and other 
related discipline!." (Should we not tbco 
live down our past ? — Ed.) 

Dr. Raman cbimed that astrology could 
fulfil a social necessiry by assessing the type 
a d capacity of person whose horoscope be 
had made- 

The Institute will seek to bring together 
qualified and competent if , astrologers in the 
country and to encourage the study of 
astrol >gy by teaching and by conducting 
seminars and discussions."' 



SWAMl'S US ESTATE FOR SALB 

Swami Satcbidananda founder of the 
Integral Yoga Institute In Now York is 
putting up a 323 acre estate in Palls village 
of Lltchfied country for sale. 

The estate believed to the worth 
i 400 00 ) was 'gifted' to him by the leading 
pop sioger and composer Carole King. 

Indian Express. 



INSTITUTE FOR ASTROLOGY 

An Indian Institute of Astrology came 
into being here with Dr. P. C Chunder, 
Union Education Minister, formal y inaugu- 
rating in CalcuMa on 2:th May 1979. 
Dr. B V Raman is Us president. 



HIS 'SIN'. THEIR LUCK 

A p*or tesshop owner of Ratlam was 
compelled to shave his head and offer meali 
to Brahmins jut because he had committed 
the 'sin ' of killing a squirrel 

Not only this. Mohan Yadav had to 
offer a silver tqulrrcl at the Siddhnath temp'e 
la I ' ij'isin before bis caste panchayat agreed 
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to take him back In the community. His 
father also did not allow him to enter the 
house udIiI he cleansed himself cf the 'sin*. 

Indian Express 



TAX EXEMPTION TO SWAMIS 

Fxempilon from payment of motor 
vehicle taxes enjoyed by swamis babas and 
monk so far had been withdrawn, Mr Vcn- 
gal Reddy. Andhra Transport Minister, 
announced on 27th May 197*. 

Indian Express 



THIRUPPAVAI FOR VENKATESWARA. 

A hundred-sovertgn gold cna,n wl,n -° 
•dollar!' valued at Rs. 76,000 was fffered to 
Venkateswara by ■ devotee from Tamil Nadu 

The 30 Thlruppaval pasurams ate Inscri- 
bed, one aacb, on the dollars I 



NEW SANCTION FOR K.K. 
NAGAR TfcMPLE 

The foundation for new 'garbagrahV 
In the • Saktbl ' Vlmvaksr temple at 
Karunanidhl Nagar, Madras will be laid 
early on July 5 morning. The 'garbagrahV 
lobe built in Chola architecture, will cost 
about Rs. I"5 lakbi. 

To propagate the Vlnayak* cult consec- 
rated copper Images of Vinayaka will be 
given to devotees against donations II 

Indian Express 



CONFRONTATION WITH SlVA- 
BALAYQGI 

The Rationalist Association of Rama- 
chandrnpuram. Fast Cn davari District. A. P. 
has exposed (o the public the h> llowness of 
the tall claim* made by the Slvabalayogl of 
Adivaiapupct on 4th March 19 70 . 

Provoked by his statements In the press 
thai he can cure any disease with, the holy 
■sh, conven any staunch atheist as a thcl*l 
and sh >w ih; spirits of dead persons, the 
rationalist of Ram ichandrapuram area took 
up the challenge. Afler prolo ged dlscuS- 
■lons lasting two hours he admitted unequi- 
vocally that he is an illiterate and has no 
superhuman powers whatsoever. 

However he lingered on In his belief thai 
he could cura any disease or deformity — tha 
deaf, the dumb, the bl>nd and diseases like 
cancer — with his huly ash. But he declined 
lo subject his powers to scrutiny by rationa- 
les and some experts In the field. Asked as 
to why he could not set right the deformity 
of his own hands, (be has crippled hand>) he 
pulled a long face > nd said he was born to 
serve mankind end hence the holy ash wis 
not meant for him. 

When demanded to show the spirits, ha 
evaded direct ans*er and said he couU show 
Ihem at his Bangalore Ashram whkfa is being 
developed as a centre of his activities at a 
cost of lakhs of rupee*. Rationalists of 
Bangalore are requested to pursue the 
matter- 
On being challenged to convert the 
seventy odd rationalists present into theists he 
asked all of them to undertake penance for 
fourteen years under his guidance 1 The 
mediocre and mentally sick who flocked 
around hlra mademuch of hlra but the yog| 
himself seemed to be unpretentious and 
horribly ignorant of many things around him • 
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He claimed his training i 1 • dhyana ' a 
science and a philosophy without under- 
standing even how to spell these t.-rms. The 
rationalists advised him not to use the-o 
terms any more as they have a diflsrent 
meaning 

He boasted lhat a number of dctors 
have been Msi'ir.g him f- r the h ly ash and 
* darsh-m l ! * They are probably mentally 
derail ecd." was ih- rebufl" from xhf rati <n ><1s*e 
for ft h ( h he had no answer. II.- said ihit 
some scirntls-s seeked Ms H ss nps befoie 
embailing upon ■ re'etich pnjrct and 
expressed their prati'ude after jucos-'i'Iy 
coonpiftipg thrir v< tk ! •' No at-fenliflc 
reseurcher worth tie rrrnc wcild e\cr do 
th.s " was the aLSwer from ike raii.>nalist3. 

It it curious how and why peorle donate 
Iakh> of rupees to this Ypgj The rail iDallltl 
f^el that it Is ihe duty uf any welfare govtrn- 
nitnl to investigate Into the (unds c» Heeled la 
construct Ashrams. Mr- N. hima Rao, 
Mr N.V. Subba Rao. lecturer!, V. S- M- 
CoUege, Mr. P. \eerabhadra Ra ... Mr. P- 
Mohaiia Rao, Mr Sarvabho*ma Rao. 
Mr. A.S-M Kishna Rao. Mr. B^askara 
Rcddy, Mr. M. Subba Rcddy and i.vei filty 
oiher rationalists toult put in this 
con'rontaiKn- 

— N Rama Rao. 
Raruaibarid apur.m. 
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baroda rati n»list association 

INAUOURA;lL). 

A Public Meeting was organized at 
Baroda on 3 — 6 7» under the mi*pices uf 
Gujarat Rationalist Association Mr. Kauula 
Shankar Pandsa. Hres dent of G R A. 
presided over Hie meeting Id his welcome 
speech, Mr. K. K. Makwana detailed the 
qualities oT the special | ( .vn««s Prof R rt m»n- 
lal **aih,ik, a well known auih >r, jmrnaltst 
ind rationalist and Mr. V. A Lokhhandwa'a, 
President ot Indian Rationalist Association. 



Mr. C Sadanandan acknowledged that It 
would not have been that an easy task to 
arrange a rationalist mecilng la a roost 
superstitious stale like Gujarat but for the 
sincere help and eff. rts put id by his friends 
present there. Keeping In line with tue 
introduction of the special Invitees by 
Mr. Makwana. be assured the members that 
they will not be disappointed. 

Prof. Rtmanlal Pathak thanked every- 
body resp Ttsthle for honouring him as Chief 
Guest and talked at 1e< gth ahout the urgent 
need for enitghteriina the illiterate maisea by 
spreading the rationalist thinking pnd Ideti 
throughout the world and briefed about his 
own venture as njiurnalist by contiibuling 
regularly in one of the 'eadlag newspapers of 
Gujwat under the ciptiou 'Ramsn-draman'. 
In nit hum nous sp:ech, he emphasised the 
need for trie educated rationalist thinkers to 
take the j >b of educning the Illiterate 
brethren and thus spread the ptiaciplcs of 
rationalism. 

In line wi'h the requests of tht members 
present. Mr. Y.-\. lv>khand*&la, president of 
Indian Rationalist Association, sp ke about 
the mi^sum entrusted lo him by the l-R.A. 
during its Executive Council Meeting at 
Mad'a- held recent'y and appealed to alt 
pres-nt to leave n> stone unturned to see that 
ell the pisslble doors are tapped for the 
progress cf rationalism- 
Mr. KamaUshankar Pandya. President of 
O.R A., a former president of l.R. A and a 
veteran freedom fignter. in bis wiry speech 
emphasised Iho need for helping the Illiterate* 
downtrodden masses in achieving freedom 
of mind which is otherwise enslaved by 
superstitions. Hcpplied to the memberg 
that force and agitttion are not Ihe right wavs 
and asked the members not to bo individua- 
list* but to mix with he people, help them la 
solving their problems and thus persuade 

(CoDtd. on page 222) 
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The 'Religious tour' of 
Bohra High Priest 

(The following it the f>ll text of a tetter, 
d*ted 9— 2— "9 written by Mr. Y. A. 
Lokhandwula, Pre«ioenl of I.R A. to 
Atal Beharl Vajpayee. Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on the suspected anti 
eettooel activities of the High Priest 
of Bjhra comnunUy— Id.) 

To 

Tht Minister for Foreign Affairs 

'\ei fin-fit of India. 
New Delal. 

Sub i Bihra High Priest Mr. Mohamed 
Barbannuddiu's mectug with Ur. Kurt 
W.lunclra arranged by Pakistan's Ambassa- 
dor In US A. 

Dear Mr. Atal B.-harl Vajpayee, 
From your bo>boLd you are avowedly u'tra- 
nationahst and iheierore I am sure you will 
he shocked to le*rn th*t Mr. Mohamed 
Bjrhannuddin the B_hra High Priest, who 
proclaims himself on every available occa- 
sion, as an Indian rational, hfd arranged his 
meeting with Dr Kutt Waldheira, the Secre- 
tary General of ihe Uolted Nations when 
recent li he was on his so called religious tour 
of the United States through the Ambassidor 
of Pakistan in U.S. A as reported io several 
newspapers, specifically in Bohra Chronicle, 
a fortnightly, dattd 1—2—79. the clipping 
wherefrom has bten enclosed' 

I hope you will please lake serious note 
of such nefarious act of the said Mr. M^ba- 
med Bjrhannuddin. who white parading 
ULdcr tne garb of religious activities is 
auspected of carrying on anti-national 
activities such as transfer of funds to foreign 
countries, surreptitious foreign exchange 
transactions etc. and take prompt and 
effective steps to curb bit such activities, 



I request you to please keeo me informed 
of ihe steps taken In the nutter from lima 
to time. 

Sincerely, 
Y. A Ukliardwala, 
President. I R.A. 

cc; The President. 
Central Boa d of Dawood 
B.»hia Community, 

Bjmbey-0. 

INTERNATIONAL RATIONALIST 
EXHIBITION 

The Fl-st International PxWbWon of 
Literature for ncn-believers is being orga- 
nized at Stockholm Uni\ersity, Sweden from 
]_9_79to 30—9—79. The following are 
the primary obj;cti\es of the Exhibition. 

1. To show the Swedish public the 
literary woiks of non-believeis (fee thinkers, 
agnostics, secularists, humanists, atheists, 
rationalists, etc.) audio spread knowledge 
of tne non-Dellevers difflcullHS in tl e deve- 
lopment of cultural BCllvlUti iu their nailve 
couoiiics. 

2. To stimulate the growth of an inter- 
national aiieniijn on this raa.tcr. 

3. To exhibit a panorama of the non- 
belisvers culture. 

4. To assemble an ex*enstve documen- 
tation of the nun-btlicveis thought. 

5. To establish cultural contacts amonu 
oon-belie^cs and representatives of the 



Swedish cultural life. 

6. To foster an awareness of the non- 
believers thought and fight against prejudice* 
In this matter. 

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa© 
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flhmadiyyas' 

Unscientific Theories! 



—Ms. S.V. Vasundhra 



For decades and centuries, the 'educated' 
believers have been relentlessly trying to 
prove their hypotheses— 'god exists', 'god 
cretted the universe '. ' god controls the 
universe ' etc,, etc., logically and scientifi- 
cally. Though unfortunately for the believers, 
the concept of God Is beyond logic and 
science the believers are yet to give up 
their attempts. Sometimes, perhaps 
desperately, they advance well accepted 
scientific theories and mathematical equa- 
tions to prove the existence of God as a 
result of which eventually (hey make them- 
selves a laughing stock. 

Though they will never be able to 
convince the confirmed rationalists who 
critically examine the theories advanced 
by believers, frequently they succeed in 
confusing and keeping back their own 
followers In their own fold 



Here Is a classic example of the 
desperate attempts being made Hy Ahma- 
dlyyas to expand their cult by misusing 
the scientific theories to support their 
beliefs. Though Ahmadlyyas are supprsed 
to be a rebel group among Muslims* 
there Is not much of a difference between 
people or this cult and other Muslims. 
excepting that the former have accepted 
one more human being — Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmed as a Messiah in addition 
to the earlier Prophet- Mohammed Since 
the limited object of this article is to expose 
the abuse of scientific formulae b the 
Ahmaddiyyas the other aspects of Ahrna- 
dlyyas are not belDg gone into. 

About a year, back on 10—6—78. the 
Ahmadiyya Information Service at Tclli- 
cherry published a small leaflet with the 
caption 'IS THERE NOT A CREATOR 
BEHIND THB UNIVERSE f A few copies 
of this leaflet were received directly by 
I.R.A. Head Quarters ?t Madras, and 
several others from its Senior Members. 
Subscribers etc. The following is the full 
text of the leaflet . 



IS THERE NOT A C«FATOR 
BEHIND THE UN1VFRSE t 

I. Can something come out of 
nothing? 

2 If something c.^me out of nothing 
should there not be something 
eternal t 

3. If there is not a creator, and 
as E - mc", is energy eternal? 

4(a) Is this 'eternal energv' single 
or several ? 

(b) If It is single how can it 

become positive or negative? 

(c) If it is several, what or who 
orders this combination ? 
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5 (a) Is energy conscious? 

(b) His it imagination f 

(c) Did energy bring the universe 
into material existence accor- 
ding to Its design ? 

6. If we, the product of energy, 
can make energy subservient to 
us, why tbc ' all powerful and 
eternal ' energy Is deprived of 
this faculty? 

7. As science has so far failed to 
understand energy. Is it not 
unscieHtific thinking to believe 
that there Is nothing behind 
energy ? 

L-88 AHMADIYYA INFOR- 

10-6—78 MATION SERVICE. 

Telllcherry, 

Since ii was felt that this pamphlet 
was directed towards Confirmed Rationalists 
who are committed to scientific outlook, 
l.R.A. took immediate steps to counter the 
intellectual onslaught by Ahmadiyyas on 
Rationalists. Io consultation with Mr. 
Dinesh Ncttar, the Scientific Adviser e-f 
l.R.A., the General Secretary of l.R.A. 
has sent the following reply containing 
answers to the seven questions posed by 
Ahmadiyyas. 

24—7—71 
The Secretary, 
Abmadlyya Information Service. 

Tellicherry. 

Sir, 

We happened to receive a question- 
naire bearing No. L-88 dated l«— t— 7S 
published by you from one of the subscribers 
of our journal FREETHOUGHT. As he 
desired us to furnish our answers to the 
questionnaire, we are sanding hereunder 



the same rather briefly. Though many of 
the questions given in the questionnaire 
themselves are Incorrect, we tried to give 
answers with necessary notations wherever 
required. 

1. No. 

2. Yes. 

3. Yes, the sum total of mass and 
energy is constant. 

4 (a) Question Is vague. 

(b) Energy is always positive- 
For the sake of convenience 
It may be assumed to be 
negative with respect to some 
standard value. 

(c) Energy behaves on Its own. 

5 ta; No. since It is not a living 

being. 

(b) No, since it Is not a living 
being. 

(c) The energy and the universe 
are the same and It does not 
have a design. 

6. We are part of energy and not 
the product of energy — the word 
faculty at the end of the question 
is vague 

7. Question No. 3 itself admits that 
scic. ce has understood energy 
and wh*n the entire universe 
itself is energy the suggestion 
"behind energy' has no meaning. 

These questions arise because of the 
extension of laws of 'living beings' to 'non- 
living things' which Is not valid. Words 
like 'subservient', "conscious*, •imagination*, 
'eternal', 'bring into existence' etc , are 
examples of this 



July. 1979 



205 



While on this you are requested to offer 
your own comments on the following : 

1. If God is Infinite, any part of God 
is also infinlte(except a zero-part). 
Since our world ii finite our 
world Is not a part of God. 

2. Any interaction between an infinite 
function (God) and a finite func- 
tion (man) Is also infinite. 

i.e. f f (God] (if any) / [man) 
cc T = Infinity 

Since we observe only finite 
interaction 

/ [Godl (if any) is aot equal 
to infinity. 

3. E — mc : indicates a finite mass- 
energy transformation. If God 
Is energy and Is transformed into 
the universe, he does not exist now. 
Also, there la no evidence against 
this equation and hence 'God' 
obays Einstein. 

Before coacludlng, we would like to 
'nform you that during the past several 
thousands of years no scientists, mathe- 
maticians or logicians have been able to 
prove the existence of God by scientific 
formulae, or logical deductions or indica- 
tions While we have no objection to your 
holding whatever beliefs you would like 
to have* kindly do not try to confuse your- 
self and confuio the people by uMog all sorts 
of scientific jargon and equations- 
Thanking you. 

Yours humanly, 
Sd. A. Suryanarayana 
General Secretary. 

The following further correspondence 
exchanged between the General Secretary of 
l.R A, and his counterpart In Ahraadiyya 
Information service makes Interesting 
reading : 



Mr M. Kunhamu's letter, dated 
29—7-78 : 

Sir. 

Many thanks for your mutilated letter 
No. 83/10110/54. dated 24-7—78. 

If you have published the questionnaire 
L-88 and your answers in your FREE- 
THOUGHT, please send us a copy ©f the 
same. 

We will send our reply on receipt of 
youi 1 response. 

Thank you, 

Yours very humanly. 
Sd. M Kunhamu. 

Mr. A. Suryanaryana's letter dated 
3—8—78 : 

Dear Sir, 

This has reference to your letter of 29th 
July 1978. We have so far not published tha 
questionnaire and our answers In our journal 
FREETHOUGHT. If you can send your 
comments to our answers as also on the 
points raised by us we can make a compre- 
hensive coverage in our FREETHOUGHT. 

Thanking you. 

Yours humanly. 
3d. A. Suryanarayana. 

READ 

"Charvaka" 

(Telugu Rationalist Monthly) 
Annual Subscription i Rs. 10/- 
llogle copy : 80 ps. 

Free for I'RA Members in lieu of 

FREETHOUGHT 

Write to: 

Gbarvaka. No. 22, State Bank of India 

Colony No. 1, Vljayawada-10 
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Mr. Kunhamu's letter dated 8—8—78 * 

Dear Sir. 

With reference to your No. 54/103, 
dated 3—8—78, we have to say that it Is not 
a personal natter between us. Therefore let 
the public know what Is going on between 
us We repeat you please publish our 
questionnaire and your answers in your 
journal FREETHOUGHT. Let your readers 
have their views on this topic. 

Please don't be in i hurry. 

Reason will really triumph. 

Yours humanly, 
Sd. M. Kunhamu. 



Mr. Suryanarayana's 

12—8—78: 



letter dated 



This has reference to your letter of 8th 
instant. We do agree that the whole issue is 
■ot a personal matter between the under- 
signed and you. This is, an Is uc In whleh the 
entire Ahmadlyya community and the 
rationalists are concerned. When we have 
tried to answer the questions posed by you, 
it is now for you to offer your comments on 
the points raised by us. 

Kindly leave the question of publication 
of the matter in FREETHOUGHT to ns. 
Let the Editor of the journal exercise his 
prerogative to time its publication when the 
whole matter comes to a shape As desired 
by you we ere sending by a separate post a 
specimen copy of our journal FREB- 
THOUGHT. We fully agree with you that 
Reason will really triumph over all the 
religions. 



Thanking you. 



Yours humanly, 

Sd. A. Suryanarayana, 
General Secretary. 



Mr. Kunhamu's letter, dated 21—8—78 : 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 13/172, 
dated 12 — 8—78. we have to Inform you that 
you will find our answers in our next leaflet 
whleh will be out In a few weeks. If you are 
not satisfied with that, then we will take up 
your 'matter separately and send you our 
detailed answers and comments. 

For our publications please contact i 

Nazlr Dawat-o-Tabligb, 

Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyyi, 

Qadlan— 14351* (Gurdaspur, Punjab). 

Yours very humanly. 
Sd. M. Kunhamu. 

In September, 1978 one more pamphlet 
containing another seven questions under the 
capti n ' IS MATTE I SELF-EXISTING?' 
was received by I.R.A. directly from Telli- 
cherry as well as through some of its 
Members who received them from 
Tellicherry. The full text of this pamphlet 
Is reproduced below i 



FO** New Readers 

A few copies of Bound Volumes of FREE- 
THOUGHT are available for sale. 



Year 


Vol. No. 


No. of 

Pages 


Price 


1975 


V 


168 


Rs. 8/- 


1976 


VI 


220 


Rs. 10/- 


1977 


VII 


304 


Rs 12/- 


1978 


VIII 


384 


Rs. 15/- 



Please rush your orders to avoid dis- 
appointment. 

Treasurer. I.R A. 

Madras 8 



Juiy, I9?S» 
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IS MATTER SELF-EXISTING? 

1. IT so, why there Is evolution, 
development. organisation and 
cognition ? What is there to 
evolve, develop, organise and 
cognise, if matter is really self- 
existing? Can something come 
out of nothing? Is not the • self- 
existing' matter self-sufficient* 

2. Why do all material objects 
contain opposite! ? Why can'l 
the salf-eilstlng matter be absolu- 
tely uniform? Does energy exist 
In pure detached form? Why 
energy which Is ' neither created 
nor destroyed ' is so helpless thai 
It cannot exist alone but Is always 
attached to material objects ? 

3. As matter cannot exist without 
motion and the self-existing matter 
Is to be infinite in space-time, how 
can there be space for motion, 
since Infinite space ft to be 
occupied by infinite matter? As 
such, what sort of a domain It 
will be ? Will It not be a domain 
of non-motion son-time, non- 
space, non-matter of nothing and 
still existing and manifesting itself 
as there should have been some- 
thing from all eternity? 

4. When matter which is infinite in 
space-time Is impossible will it 
not be fiaite in space-time ? 

5, Can matter which is fiaite In space- 
time come into existence from 
nowhere ? If it caanot, then 
should not the finite space-time 
matter be a reflected-lmage of the 
domain which is beyond the 
conception of spaee-tlme ? 



«. Does not the finite space-time 
matter reveal the presence of a 
Superior Self-existing and All- 
sustaining Power? 

7. O Man ! What has made thee 
arrogant atom thy Lord the 
bountiful. (Quran 12:7. 

L-89 AHMADIYYA INFORMATION 

10— 9— 71 SERVICE, TELLICHBRRY 

The following are the answers of I.R.A. 
sent to Tellicherry under cover of their letter 
dated 25—9—1971. 

MATTER AND ENERGY ARE 
TOGETHER SELF-EXISTING. 

1. Bvolutlon, reorganization etc , are 
results of the universal law of least 
action and the second law of 
thermodyuamics. All physical 
phenomena tend to increase the 
entropy and specifically, chemical 
reactions decrease the free energy. 
Nothing can come out of nothing. 
The word ' self-sufficient ' has no 
meaning, since matter, in general 
is non-living and has no needs to 
suffice or not. 

2. All material objects do not contain 
opposite*, for example, there is 
no opposite for water. At the 
fundamental level, anti-matter 
exists, but here, only the charge 
on some particles Is opposite, but 
the mass is not, eg. electron and 
positron. Protoaa have no 
opposite. The question * why 
can't matter be absolutely 
ualform ? ■ has no meaning, 
since matter has no braia to 
think and be so. That it is not 
uniform la an observation. 
Energy does exht In a detached 
form, for example, light coming 
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to us from the start, or that in * 
laser beam- Energy Is no* ' neither 
created nor destroyed \ but it lis 
transformed into matter and vice 
vena . 

3. Matter can exist without relative 
motion, and as per the theory of 
relativity, there Is no absolute 
motion. The word 'infinite* is 
only a mathematical entity defined 

1 
as Lim — . It has no real 
n -*■ o n 

significance. Hence, in practice, 
' infinita matter ■ and ' infinite 
space ' are meaningless terms- 
Einstein has shown that just as an 
ant walking along a circle can 
wall forever without reaching the 
cud, yet, the circle Is finite, our 
experience of spaca In the 
universe Is limited to a finite space 
though there will be no * eod ' to 
the universe. Space-time is a 
complex domain that can be wall 
understood only In the language 
of mathematics and not English. 

4. Already answered 

5. The phrase 'come Into existence* 
is misguiding, as if it Is to be 
•born", like living things. Matter 
has been there for all the time 
that we are aware of. 

if one speaks of something 
beyond our space-time, one can 
also ask 'how did this super 
space-time domain come Into 
existence?' 'What was there 
before this extra-universal entity 
came Mnto existence ?' and so 
on. It must be remembered that 
when one theorises of a system 
to explain certain observations, 
the questions must be put of that 
aystem aUo. 



6. The question is already answered. 
If on: assumes that a 'superior 
self-existing and all-sustaining 
power * (which we shall call as 
god for convenience) exists, can 
one not frame this vary same 
questionnaire wiih the word 'god! 
instead of 'matter'. 

7. Whether 'god* exists of not may 
be a matter of pore academic 
exercise, but that the most 
heinous: barbarities are committed 
to the name of god is a fact. 
Jehad, the war of religion, 
advocates killing the Laflrs. How 
can one accept this, when there 
if but one Allah (according to 
Quoran) and -.I'.c must have 
'created' the Kafirs also ? How 
can women be second grade 
citizens when they are also the 

Let Reason Prevail Upon 
Superstition 
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'creation' of Allah? Why should 
only the man have the right of 
'talaq' ? The land of the Prophet 
has never been without a war 
General Yahya Khan the blood- 
thirsty butcher of Bangladesh 
was also a creation of Allah, 
and so were the innocent 
millions of Bangladesh. 

Finally, why should Mohammad 
alone be the prophet? Why not 
the people of I.R.A. »" 

Though It was expected that the 
Ahmaddiy&s would care to examine the 
replies offered by I.R.A. to lb: questions 
posed by them, surprisingly they have chosen 
to ignore our replies with a most discourteous 
letter. The following is the fall text of 
their letter dated 5— 11—71 : 

Dear Mr. conscious living matter. 

When f read your stupid remarks on 
my L-88 of 16—5—78, I thought L-89 of 
10— 9— 78 would re-educate you a lit cle 
in thinking about the search of matter, but 

you have turned out to be a good for nothing 
living matter. 

As for your 'God checkmated' I have 
to say that It is a bushes of scores of 
stupidities. 

Since you have denied ihe existence 
of a creator behind matter, and since you 
have no alternative explanation of the 
mechanism of matter, you arc condemned 
by the originator of matter. 

"And those who look out for a meeting 
with us say: Why are angels sent down to 
us t Why do we not sea our Lord? Surely 
they are too proud of themselves and have 
greatly exceeded the bounds. 



On the day when they see the angels- 
there will be no good tidings on that day for 
the good and they will say : Would these 
were a great barrier 1 

And we shall turn to the... -..they did 
and we shall scatter into particles of dust." 

Yours materially, 
Sd. M Kunhamu. 

The General Secretary of I.R.A. has 
most politely appealed to the Ahmadiyyas to 
be considerate to those who cannot be 
convinced with their pseudo science in 
defence of the existence of god. Here Is the 
full text oft R.A's letter dated 18—11—78: 

Sir, 

This has reference to your letter of 9th 

October. 19 8. As I was preoccupied with 

our own organisational matters I could no* 
reply to you earlier. 

At the outset Jet me remind you of my 
correct name as christened by my parents — 
A. Suryanarayana — 1 do not think that the 
•conscious living matter* if at all the same 
makes any sense — is a proper noun. It is 
not an accepted form of salutation either. 

While you have full liberty to consider 
our replies to your questions as stupid, as a 
rational animal, "you should be prepared to 
amplify \rur comment. Please therefore 
advise mc on what grounds you consider each 
of our replies as stupid. 

Similarly you are earnestly requested to 
substantiate your statement that the 'God 
Checkmated ' is also stupid. By the by 
have you been able to offer any answers to 
the questions contained therein ? As you 
would have noticed from the introduction 
itself, those who cannot offer reasonable 
sensible and logical answers to the questions 
have no moral right to defend their god. 
Inasmuch as you have not so far returned the 
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copy with your answers, whether they are 
correct or not, you have forefeited your right 
to denounce the non believers and supporting 

the so called creator. 

1 am sorry to learn from your letter that 
1 have been condemned by the originator of 
matter. Instead of merely abusing me and 
conveying the manner in which the originator 
of matter has condemned me, you could have 
very well requested our creator to set me 
right. If you can inform me why your (or 
my fj creator created meat all especially in 
this way only to deny the very existence of 
the creator, 1 shall be wiser at least in future- 
Would you go to the extent of saying that it 
was a defective manufacture of creatures 
like me ? 

When 1 first saw your questions, 1 
thought that your movement endeavours to 
scientifically explain tbe tenets of quoran if not 
other religions. When I received your letter 
without any scientific explanations to 
disprove the validity of our replies I am a bit 
disillusioned. I also felt that you, 
Ahmadiyvas should have at least developed 
betier tolerance towards others who do not 
agree with whatever your movement 
advocates. Certainly yours Is not the correct 
way of winning people to your fold. 

At least now, I hope, you will try to 
disprove our earlier answers and the contents 
of GOD CHECKMATED. 

Yours humanly, 
Sd. A. Suryanarayana 

Since the Ahmadlyyas Insist that their 
questions and our answers should be 
published in FREETHOUGHT. it is being 
now done without their own comments on 
I.R.A's replies It should be obvious for tbe 
readers of the reasons for the silence of 
Ahmadlyyas Id this matter. It is also hoped 
that the readers themselves will understand 



the hollewness of the scientific knowledge of 
Ahmadlyyas and also their unwillingness of 
even reading the replies given to their own 
questions. When they do not want anybody 
to comment on their questions, it Is not 
known why they should pose the questions 
at all. Perhaps these may be the tenets of 
their cult! A 

VIVEKANANDA AND THE COW 

In these days when babas and their 
hangers-on, both spiritual and temporal are 
deciding what our Constitution should say 
on cow slaughter, it will be Interesting to 
recall what Swam! Vivenkananda had to say 
on tbe subject. Following is a dialogue on 
cow protection between the Swaml and an 
official of tbe Gorakshani Sabha which 
appears in 9th volume of Vivekananda's 
teaching and writings.- 

SWAMIJI: 

There has been a terrible famine im 
central India this year. The Government of 
India has said, nine lakh people have died of 
starvation. Has your sabba organised any 
relief work for the victims of this famine f 

SABHA OFFICIAL : 

The famine is the result of the Karma' 
of the sin of tbe people. Besides, we do not 
organize any relief during famines. Our 
sabha has been established only for the 
protection of mother cow and her progeny 

SWAMI: 

(His face flushed, but In a controlled 
voice™— Mother cows are going to tbe 
slaughter house and getting butchered on 
account of their own karma- You have 
notbiag to do in that regard. 

OFFICIAL t (flustered) : 
The cow is our mother. 

SWAMI : (laughing; : 
That I can <;ulte see. 

« New Age Weekly ' 6—5—1979. 
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Critical Study of Islam 
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Islam Is a religious ideology which 
completely transformed the socltty thru 
obtaining in Arabia, retaining seme of Its 
essential features which did not clash with 
Islam's new value system. 

At that time Mecca was an International 
centre of commerce as well as high finance. 
Many of the Quranic verses bear out this fact. 
In reality there were no traces of feudalism 
either in the nomadic tribes of Arabian 
desert, or In the commercial town of Mecca- 
Agricultural production was unknown in and 
ar uod the area where Islam wt»s born. The 
A ab world was very (Mfferent from Euope of 
middle ages- 'n this Arab world then, as 
well as today, exist three /.ones which differ 
widely from each other In social structure 
and in political and economic organisation. 
These three zones are the Arab East called 
Al Mashreq, which comprises of Arabia, 
Syria which then included the present day 
Lebanon. Jordan. Israel and Iraq, the coun- 
tries of the Nile Including Egypt and Sudan: 



and the third zone of Arab west called 
Al Maghrib, which stretched to Libya, 
Tunisia. Algeria, Morocco hi d Mauritania. 
In these three zones only Egypt was tfen and 
still continues to be a pea.sant civilisation 
(not a feudal one), whetcas the social 
formations of the East and ite Wc-t Zones 
have not been based on the cult n atots of he 
soil. 

Prof W M. Watt dcciibcs Bedouins* 
religion as trlb- 1 humanism. He stau-s. 
The thought that is uppeimist in the mind 
of the individual (Bedouin) is that of he 
honour < f the tribe. Life is meaningful for 
him if it is honourable." 

Mohsmed was a town-dweller and 
batuially had si.me prejudice ag&iast 
Bedouins as they were not easily prepared to 
submit to the discipline Mohammed wanted 
to impose upon them. However, he was 
determined to bring them into the fold of 
Islam and therefore, number of times they 
have been addressed, exhorted and reminded 
of Allah's bountless on them in several verses 
in Quran- Thus, Quran has distinguished 
between the nomads and tic lOwn-dwcBe s 
The social norms, admlnbtraticn of law and 
mode cf worship were akin to those obtaining 
then in Egypt. The people there wt shipped 
number of gods end gode'evis such as At ar 
— the personification of plat et Venus. They 
also worshipped Junur gods in diflcient pa*ts 
of the Southern Arabia - Almaqah In Saba 
territory, Wadd Oove> in Matin. A mm in 
Qutaban aid Sin in Hadramaut. The Suu 
was also worshipped as goddess Shams. 

In a non-agricultural society like that 
of central Arabia, there is nothing like 
sowing season, harvesting season etc Hence, 
«olar calender which WPMwea regularity of 
seasonal pattern was never cvc-lved in Arabia, 
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There being excessive heat Id Arabia, the that there were 3*0 idols In Kaba, Chief 

cool moonlit nights had greater attraction for among them wai Hobal brought from Belka 

the Arabs and consequently moon as a deity in Syria by Amru Ibu I.obai, pretending it 

took precedence over sun. will procure rain when required. 



Around 356 AD first Christian ambas- 
sador was tent by emperor Constantlus to 
South Arabia. The notice of Christian 
mission from Rome was obviously political 
As for Judaism, it struck Its foothold in 
southern Arabia during the reign of second 
Himyarite king. Thereafter Abraham ruled 
c Vf r Yemen till late sixth century, and turned 
It into an Abyssinian colony. He built a 
magnificent cathedral In the city of San's 
with a rellgio-economlc motive. Abraham 
wanted Sana's Cathedral to outdo the pagan 
Ka'bahand make it a rival centre of trade as 
well as religion. Partly he succeeded In 
doing so. This rellglo-economic rivalry 
provoked two Mecca n Arabs to pollute San's 
Cathedral during a festival, which enraged 
Abraham to march an invasion on Mecca In 
order to destroy the pagan temple of Kabah. 

Since there were elephants In hit army, 
that year in Mecca was termed " am al-feel " 
meaning year of the elephant However, 
small-pox epidemic engripped his army and he 
had to retreat without doing any damage. 
Mohammed the prophet of Islam was born In 
the same year. i.e. 570O71 A.D. 

When the prophet of Islam began to 
preach, there were number of deities In the 
sanctuary of Kaba and around It, which they 
worshipped. Those deities were not of the 
native origin. Ibn Hisbam. one of the early 
historians of Islam, says that idolatory, that 
is the use of stone images carved-ou! to 
resemble human beings, was introduced in 
Mecca from Syria only In Mohammed's life 
time. The Muslim historians do not refer to 
the unbelieving Arabs as Idolators, but as 
" asseclators '*, meaning persona who 
associate the local spirits with god. Al- 
Sharcttani, a noted Muslim historian, says 



Due to hard desert conditions, the 
Arabs were down to earth and simple people. 
Hence, they considered time to be the 
destroyer This thought runs through the 
literature of the Arabs Time these Arabs 
thought, settles men's ftte, strive how we 
will. Hence, they worshipped Manat, the 
goddess of fortune, which was a household 
deity among Bedouins. Manat did not have 
any particular shape. At times large rude 
atones, were Installed and worshipped as 
Manat. There was no organised religion as 
such, nor en Institution of priesthood to 
perform elaborate rituals, which those 
nomadic Arabs could ill-afford Hence, 
early Arab society, unlike Greek, Bgyptlan 
or Indian societies, was devoid of colourful 
Imagination of deities Or mythology. The 
Quaranlc Mythology is also not a native Arab 
mythology, but it Is derived from Judaism 
and Christianity. The nomadic Arabs 
practiced a naturalistic and animistic religion 
worshipping stones and trees. They 

to®®®®®®®*®®®®®)®®®® 

ELECTRONIC COMPUTOR, TO SEE, 
TASTE AND HEAR. 

A series of instruments stimulating the 
functioning of the human sense organs has 
been created at the radio and Electronics 
Institute in Kharkov. The scientists have 
" taught" the electronic computer to see, 
taste and hear. The first devices with " sense 
organs" are already working at Kharkov's 
medical Institutions, helping doctors detect 
the malfunctioning of the human organism at 
the early stages of a disease. 
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conceived of demons I Jinns) benevolent and 
malevolent. The Quran also talks of jinns as 
a different order of creaiures who put evil 
suggestions in man's mind. Absence of 
m>thology In Islam Indicates that the central 
Arabia where Islim originated had not, by 
them, evolved material civilisation at 
sufficiently high and complex level. 

Mohammed, the prophet of Islam, 
started preaching his new religion In Mecca. 
Mecca at that time was dominated by the 
Qureah tr'he. The tribe of Qurcsti made al l 
round efforts to enhance the commercial 
progress of Mecca, which ultimately made It 
a predominant tribe, to the extent that after 
the death of the prophet. It dictated that the 
Caliph could be chosen only from Quresh 
tribe, though it was against the concept of 
equal rights to ail the Muslims, irrespective 
of their tribal associations, as preached by 
Mohammed. 



Prof. W. M. Matt says " The leading 
men of Mecca in Mohammed's time were 
above all financieis, skillful in the manipula- 
tions of credit, shrewd in their speculations 
and Interested In any potentialities of lucra- 
tive Investment from Aden to Ganga or 
Damascus. The Quran appeared not in the 
atmosphere of the desert but that of high 
finance. 



In nomadic society of Bedouins, collec- 
tive ownership was prevalent, but in Mecca, 
due to emergence of commercial society, 
individual ownership had come Into vogue. 
Islam fulfilled this vital necessity. Although 
highly commercial operations were taking 
place lo Mecca, there was no organised state 
no bureaucracy or standing army. As agri- 
culture was not possible there, feudalism of 
Institution of kingship could not develop. 
One of the significant works of Mohammed 



was to bring Into being a sort of state mechl- 
ncy, which remained fa primitive shape 
during his life time, Mohammed wanted to 
unite the Arabs to be able to stand upto other 
peoples In the world i.e. the Ramans and the 
Persians. Mohammed succeeded in establi- 
shing unity among Arabs, but be did It on 
his own ground without compromising with 
the oligopolists of Mecca. For achieving 
this he had to migrate from Mecca and to 
take recourse to certain measures to throttle 
the economy of Mecca, which, coupled with 
other diplomatic measures and threat of 
armed Invasion forced Mecca to surrender. 

(To be contd.J 

'A REBIRTH TRAGBDY 

A 31-year old villager who thought he 
would take rebirth In a royal family killed hi* 
wife and two children and then committed 
suicide by jumping Into a well In Bansi 
village of Jaipur district, accojding to a 
report. 

Before committing the crime, he wrote 
■ letter to the police stating, ■ There Is no 
need to be perturbed. I am going for getting 
rebirth. I am not dying but shall soon It 
reborn In the Jeipur royal family as a ion of 
Mr. Bharfanl Singh, the former ruler of 
Jaipur ". 

The police said the Villager was suffering 
from Insomnia for the last lour years and 
committed the crime In an unbalanced state 
of mind. 

_-. Times of India. 
27-?-79. 
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Tenets of Islam Twisted 



to impoie are: prohibition on women 
appearing in public, strict eDforcemeni of the 
purdah system, rein i reduction of polygamy 
and a systrm of • tailaq ' that discriminates 
against w> men and makes them dependent 
on the mercy of men. All these in the name 
of Islamic revolution | 



[The following is the full tex t 
of a tetter written by Mr. Khadija 
Hatlm Motiwala published in Times of 
India, dated 3-4—1979. — Ed.l 



Sir 



The " revolution guards" of Teheran 
fired in the atr to frighten and scare away 
15,0*0 women staging a non-v|olent damons- 
trmfcii outside the Iranian Prime minister's 
office to protest against Ayalollah Khomeini's 
fiat that female civil servants should go to 
their respective offices wearing burqua. Al 
the same time, 200 bulbea, claiming to be the 
Ayatollah's followers tried to crown the 
slogans of the worn n demanding justice and 
equality, and denouncliiog enslavement of 
women, with shouts cf " Allah-o-Akbar." 

On the icM day. those who call 
UWmKlvea Islamic guards prevented office- 
going women, dressed in tlielr usual uUlre. 
from entering their offi-es and forcibly drove 
ihcin <■ way after shouting naked girls go 
home" Some if the wemeu who expressed 
resentment against ibis biutality perpetrated 
by Khomeini'^ henchmen in the uame of 
Islam were actu-llv knifed by the latter 

From Incidents like thU we cm have a 
fair idea of the shape of things to come, of 
what tj expect from a [egime dominated by 
Avatollahs, Mullahs cr Maulvls. Some of 
tbe " social reforms " the Ayatullah wants 



If there Is anything In the Koran which 
compels women to cover their faces this 
mediaeval code now requires urgent and 
drastic revision. Let the old beliefs be 
discarded altogether; why «j>oie-fe*lf " of 
humanity to lr stilts.-!* justice and indignity? 
If the tc?-eis of Islam can be twisted In any 
way to suit the whims and convenience of all 
sorts of orthodox fanatics and other oppor- 
tunists, why can they not be modified 
ratlooally by applying thoroughly scientific 
tests? What virtues are there In perpetuating 
age-old notions that no longer meet our 
present needs In tbe changed circumstances 
and act as a drag on society, prevent neces- 
sary changes and Inhibit progress ? 



THE FIRST PLANE IN THE WORLD 

The first plane In the world was made 
by the Rus'ian inventor Alexander 
Mozhai-ky He was born in lf-25 into a 
«eafarei's family. He was a seaman and a 
wonderful mechanic himself. Since Internal 
combustion engines were very primitive at 
that time, he installed two steam engines on 
his plan?. Ivan Golubcv, a worker mechanic, 
Mozhaisky's faithful! assistant, lifted the 
plane (n'o the air on July 20, ! 882 (U years 
before the Wright Brothers '. It was the 
world's first flight of a vehicle heavier 
than air- 



July, 1979 



215 



Let Ibe so-called fundamentalists first 
define the term Islamic revolution. " l ; or 
them it only appears to mean putting the 
clock back and reviving most of the perni- 
cious socloreliglous practices of tbe 
mediaeval period. 

A much more significant and vital Issue 
is Involved here as Governments of more and 
more MuiWm majority states ; *hich havo 
failed to meet tbe needs and aspirations of 
their people, are In a hurry to declare them- 
selves as ' Islamic republics " in the hope 
that such a stunt would give them some 
reprieve from the increasing pressure of harsh 
realities which they are otherwise unable to 
cope with 

Ifs a tragedy that those who call them- 
selves Mussalmans have not yet realised that 
religion can never be the basil of a modern 
progressive state and that Imposition of Ideas, 
Institutions and systems which may have met 
some of the needs of the seventh century 
Arabia will not solve to-day's problems. 

What is needed for the amelioration of 
■ny society. Muslim or non-Muslim. Is a 
distinct sociopolitical-economic programme— 
a clear-cut "Ideology", if you like that term 
— that would take into account the present 
reality aud lead towards the establishment of 
a progressive just and fair social order free 
from all sons of exploitation and oppression, 
iocluding oppression and exploitation 
perpetrated in the name of religion. 

And, finally, why arc the leaders who 
claim to speak for the Indian Muslims silent 
on all these Issues 7 I invite them to come 
out In the open, so that people know them 
for what they really are." 

— Mrs. Khadija Hatlm 

Mltowala, 



The following Is the full text of 
the rejoinder dated 5—4 — 79 written by 
the President of IRA to the Editor. 
Times of India. Bombay, supporting the 
contention of Mrn Khadija Hatlm 
Motlwala. 

Sir. 

Appropose Mrs. Khadija Halim Motl- 
wala's letter published In year Issue of the 
3rd Apr!! ;■ 79. 1 challenge Muslim Olemas 
who claim that Quran has prescribed the 
covering of tbe whole body, from tip to toe. 
of every woman by burga. rlda or chader, 
to prove it dispassionately bereft of lanattc 
ferver, before a panel of modern theologlsti 
on Islam. There Is a couplet In Quran which 
Is oft distortedly interpreted by fanatics, but 
really means to advise women to cover only 
their chest propcly so as to safeguard that 
part of t^e body from exposition. Further, 
Quran has advised women to dress themselves 
gorgeously and to adorn themselves with 
ornaments only to please their husbands and 
not for display to other men. 

However. Khomeini and mini- 
Khomelnles like Bohra highprlest art forcing 
upon women the distorted version of Islamic 
tenets to put on burga or rlda to arrest the 
ground slipping under thel- feet with the 
progress of scientific attitude being 
progressively created In women. 

If Khomeini and others of bis tribe 
sincerely mean to re-establish true tenets of 
Islam, which will be welcomed by the 
multitudes of suffering people. Muslims is 
well as non-Muslims, all over the world, they 
should strive for establishing equality 
amongst all Muslims, which is a very vital 
and most laudable tenet of Islam This 
equality has been meant to be established 
economically, socially, politically and all 
round. That will re-establish the true image 
of Islam, rather than tbe out-dated barbaric 
norms of purda for women and cutting of 
hands for theft etc , which tarnishes the 
Image of Islam and seems to be so designed 
by the interested powers of the world a 

— Y A Lokhandwala. 
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BOOK REVIEW : 



Secular Morality 



(A Solvent of Contemporary Spiritual 
Crisis, by Prera Nath Bazuz. Vantage Press 
Inc. Nsw Yorh. 172 pp. 6-95 dollats ) 

Ai a time when the world Is witnessing 
a disturbing resurgence of primitive Islamic 
belief affecting the lives of 700 million people 
Id Asia, Prem Nath Bazai's book has parti- 
cular significance. More so becauj: in India 
too we are aware of a similar revivalism in 
Hindu orthodoxy. While the country floun- 
deii in a morass of corruption and Immorality 
self-righteeus Indian leaders hark back to 
obsolete and anachronistic moral systems 
convinced that o D ly in going backwards can 
we now hope to move forward with |our 
innocence restored But does India's 
"ancient cultural heritage " have the 
answers 9 Clearly not, in Bazaz's thinking, 
nor in that of any other rationalist. Indeed 
such a path Is likely to lead the country 
further into the wilderness. Salvation lies 
In rationalism and the fostering of a secular 
morality. 

Bazaz's thesis it simply written. Hs does 
not confuse ptofundlty with obscurity ftnd his 
arguments are trenchantly clear. He begins 
by tracing the evolution of human society, the 
beginnings of social morality, and the final 
emergence of religion which pre-empted 
msrality and deprived It of Its original 
rational tasls. 

If his viewpoint Is different. It Is because 
be Is different. To him morality Is not the 



same as what It appears to religious zealots, 
mullahs, ayatollahs padres and priests. '• I 
believe morality consists in having a strong 
sense of justice solely guidtd by reason and 
not directed by any external or supernatural 
forces, " he says. 

Social morality within early tribes 
evolved into customs, and the purpose of 
these customs was to secure rudimentary 
justice and happiness for ail members of the 
group The higher rose the sense of 

morality, the superior and more refined 
became the quality of civilisation." 

But lust for power gave rise ts religion 
and thereafter religion declared those 
customs divine and Immutable that Invested 
certain sections of society with unquestioned 
privilege When a chief's authority came 
from the gods, anybody defying It stood In 
danger of destruction by divine wrath. 

" In moral codes drawn up under reli- 
gious ascendency the goal of man's happiness 
was thrown aside. ** Instead man was to 

BATTERY DRIVEN CARS 

Euroforum of Brussels reports that by 
IPSO more than seven million electric vehicle 
are expected to be driven in the European 
Community. These cars will be non-pollu- 
tant, silent and will cosume only a minimal 
amount (2%) of total electricity produced in 
the area. 

Electric Auto Corporation of Hato Rey 
Puerto Rico, is planning to produce electric 
cars for the United States by 1910- The Silver 
Volt is a five passenger station wagoi capable 
of going 70 miles per hour and LOO miles on 
a single charge- 
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humbly accept bis exploitation ai God's wilt. 
If he was miserable be was told it was 
because he lacked faith. Moral laws now 
became immutable and unjust. B'ind belief 
ensured total obedience by the many to tb« 
few. 

In the course of hurnun history where 

religion has changed it his been chiefly 

because of heretics and skeptics, many of 

whom challenged these values at the cost of 
their lives. 

But su&h^intellectual courage is sadly 
deficient among tlie^flewjy liberated Afro- 
Asian nations Despite 7fotr*ducai|on. the 
elite are still prisoners of their past>^uca- 
tion has failed to impart true knowledge. 

" True knowledge consists in critically 
examining matter, especially one's behaviour 
and intelligently grasping the core of a 
problem ; it transcends current prejudices, 
detects Inequality, opposes evil traditions, 
spurns superstitions. checks passions. 
regulates emotions, and refines moral laws " 

Such qualities make for dynamic leader- 
ship, but leaders of developing nationsseem 
to lack them. And no country demonstrates 
this better than InHj a . 

The author examines the nature of 
conscience". He refutes the traditional 
idea that it Is an inborn trait which directs 
its owner rightly or wrongly. He also rejects 
the religious behalf that it. is a sign of man' f 
divinity and is god-given. If it were so, then 
there should be no evil In the world. 

Conscience is simply a faculty which, 
like reason, must be cultivated and shaped to 
a particular end- Neither is it a universal 
thing. It derives Its character from the social 
milien which nurtures it. Social mores 
deelde what must appear good or bad to an 
individual'! conscience. Thus while a Hindu 



sees beef-eating as sacrilege, it doea not 
appear so to a Mastlm. But sine* each 
believes conscience Is derived from God, 
implacable hatred divides them. 

Rationally, it follows that the quality of 
conscience depends largely on what nourish- 
ment it receives. Within a degenerate social 
environment It becomes twisted and even 
withers away This decadence is what 
afflicts conteropor; ry Indian society and 
accounts for corruption and Immorality. 

While conscience Is not a universal thing, 
the qualities to which it aspires are universal 
like truthfulness, brotherhood, compassion, 
courage, self-sacrifice etc. These are not 
Coloured by any cultural belief. They are 
anivtwajminciples of humanism. ■• The 
more conscience, is Influenced by these 
principles the ncdrec Jts possessor it lo 
Homo sapiens sapiens (Modern Man) ", 

Bazaz then briefly traces the role of 
rationalism In Western thought. "Unlike, 

TRACES OF AN ANCII NT METEORITE 

A giant meteo'lfe fell down la the 
Zhemanshin Gorge in Kazakhstan a million 
years *go. Having knocked against the earth 
it exploded and formed a crater with a 
diameter of eight kilometres. 

Though the hollow was filled with water 
traces of the past cataitrope hare been 
preserved to this day. Daring the meteorite's 
explosion, new mineral! — impactities — 
were formed In the southeastern side of the 
crater one can find concealed glass splashes 
and gla<sy formations up to four centimetres 
long. These black formations look as If they 
has just been in an over heated furnace. 

mmmmmmmmw 
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religion, rationalism is nut a finished product 
a cut and dried system with its unalterable 
dogmas, tenets, and rituals. It is a process 
by which understanding deepens and man can 
time and again, eliminate errors In his 
thinking and at very »>tep arrive nearer the 
truth." 

Rationaliser) is therefore forward-looking 
and dynnmlc, not backward-looking and 
Immutable like religion- The morality it 
inspires In thls-worldly In its application, not 
other-worldly. It derives f-om a present 
reality and not a Debulous hereafter 

As Bazaz sees it the moral crisis that 
afflicts the world today is from the confron- 
tation between obscurantism and rational 
knowledge. Within this context the question 

that most concerns us is " Whither Indian 

Socjeiy-f-' 

As in Christianity in th? west, so in India 
rationalist thought posed a strong threat to 
the dominant Hlrdu religion In Buddhism 
and Jainlsra But Brahminism reasserted 
ifself through a process of assimilatior . By 
the time the British tcok Int'la society 
abounded in countless abosherrent social 
evi s But Western liberalism inspired righl- 
Ujioded Hindu and Muslim reformers of the 
late 19th century to eradicate many of these 
evils. With the rise of nationalism, however. 
Indians reverted to orthodoxy and anachro- 
nistic moral beliefs. The nationalist move- 
ment was essentially religious in Its 
Inspiration and resulted in the trauma of 
Partition. 

India is at the cross roads of her 
history, " writes the author. " The impact 
of Western culture fostered appreciation of 
science and technology in the people. But 
their thinking has not yet advanced beyond 
the state that obtained In the fourteenth 
century." 



Karma, fatalism and the dubious promise 
o>f better things In another life account for a 
lack of self-confidence and self-reliance- 
Traditionalists talk of a return to ancient 
beginnings to find one's bearings Ba 
modern living and medaeval thinking are 
totally Incompatible. Clearly salvation lies 
In following the path of modernity, scientific 
knowledge, reason and secular morality. 

The present moral crisis in India 9tem s 
from a cynical practice of hypocrisy at a 
national level. 1 he very principle of ' secu- 
larism '* is false. It ascribes equal validity 
and correctness to widely conflicting 
rellglonfi, and recognises all as the truth. 
Where rliual and religiosity replace sterling 
moral character and social commitment, each 
man becomes a law unto himself. Corrup- 
tion, greed and selfishness flourish. Ancient 
anachronistic moral laws cannot fill the 
present vacuum- 

The solution according lo Prem Nath 
Bazaz Is to liberate Indian thinking by early 
infusinp young minds with the concept of 
secul.r morality and a social philosophy 
based on reason ' The more a man's 

behaviour and acti ns are Influenced by 
reason, the nearer he is to goodness." H« 
foresees the inevitabl. w-thering away of all 
those religious beliefs in the world which 
cannot st tnd up to scientific scrutiny Only 
then will the current moral crisis bj solved 
and th«» world look forward to an era of 
peace. 

" Rejection of an obsolete code is no 
declaration of war against morality. There 
can be and should be no moral anarchy ; 
only the out moded, anochronfstlc laws and 
customs have to be thrown out. making room 
for new ones suited to the requirements of the 
changes that haveoccirred in the individual's 
or the society's life M Only secular morality 
fulfills these conditions. ^ 

— Ms. MR. Bhatt 
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Please be good to reply him directly 
niih a copy of your letter to me You need 
not send any correspondence to Qudlan In 
this connection as they know nothing about 
it and the entire responsibility on your head 
as you are the only claimant of a "LIVING 
GOD "in the "WHOLE WORLD" 



(The following Is an unedited full text of a 
letter dated 29—5—1*79 written by 
Mr. F. Allndian, a subscriber of FREE- 
TGHHOUrfrom Hyderabad (A P.) to 
Hftzret Mian Naiir Ahmed, the Head of 
Ahmadiyya Community at Rabwth, 
Pakistan-Ed.) 



My moat respected and Beloved Mian 
Sahib and the son of a most Brilliant Brain. 
May peace and Blessing of Almighty shower 
his constant blessing always are the alncercst 
prayers from tb« bottom of our hearts. 
Amen I enclose herewith In 'ORIGINAL* 
o letter I have received from Mr. A Surya- 
narayana, the General Secretary of Indian 
Rationalist Association of Madras-28/I8 
Pantheon Road Madras-6O0-CO8 for your 
valued consideration. 

You have al.eady received a challenge 
and in response to it you had accepted it and 
invited Dr. Kovoor to stay in Rabwah for 
fix months at Jarnaat's Expenditure and 
perhaps you might be aware that Dr. Kovoor 
was sufierring from cancer of the bladder 
and used to pass frequently. Ha was bed 
ridden and was i bsolutely unfit to take up 
the long and tedious Journey to Rabwah and 
soon after he died of heart failure. Thus the 
challenge thrown by him was extinguished 
with his life 

Now Mr. A S«ryanarayana has stepped 
into his shoes with the same terms and 
conditions. 



For your information, you have (wo 
choices either to shon him Miracles ofOod 
Almightly at Rabwah or Pmcliam any future 
event of any nature of short terra under one 
year which will be widely publicised In all 
the lending papers of the WHOLE WORLD 
in different languages, so that It could be a 
real proof of God's power Invested in you- 
person by God himself as mentioned In 
Several "KUTBAS" (Sermons). 

I have every hope and btlivefirmly tha' 
Ifthere be an intelligent God, he would 
surely accept this challenge and show his 
Power to the thirsty who offers rewards to 
know him. Holy Quran says he who goes 
one foot towards him, God rushes ten time. 
more faster to him On this principle you 
would shake up heaven and earth and open 
their eyes. 

May God almightly give you courage 
of steel and power to draw such doubtinc 
Thomas at your feet. 

lam dend sure your goodself will not 
backout under any circumstances. The very 
purpose of vour life is to bring God before 
the forgotten nation* 

With this prayers I close my letter. 

Yours Obediently 
P. ALLADIN, 
Requesting your kind 
prayers every moment 
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CHILDREN'S CORNER 

On Gods and Godmen 

(Reproduced from 'Saraswatl' Maea/inc, 
February 1979 of Jai Hiod College, 
Bombay). 

God Is a mylb, immortality an illusion; 
religion a gigantic fraud ! 

To a believer, this statement would 
be shocking, absurd, irrational — take your 
pick ; the agnostic would take it with a pinch 
of salt; a member of a genus of the rare 
species classad under the much-abused word 
* atheist ' would digest it with a grunt of 
satisfaction. 

To understand the concept of god and 
religion (godmen) being illegitimate 
offsprings of the letter), one first has to 
realise how gods were * born * — certainly 
not the products of a frenzied coitus or a 
successful case of artificial Insemination! 
Take a look at the word ' god-fearing' — 
docs it ring a bell T It is not vaguely possible 
— quite possible — plausible — true ! that 
gods were created out of F6AR in the minds 
of our ancestors — fear of the elements of 
nature like tha sun, rain, storms and fire ? 
The religious Gratk philosopher Statius bad 
proclaimed — *lt was fear that first maOe 
god in this world '. 

So much for the origin. Now let's 
consider the properties and uses of the 
so-called, ail-pervading gods. They are 
considered to be fountains of peace, abodes 
of spirituality who radiate love and attract 
faith — vague terminology that ciu be 
summed up in the words: *a load of 
hogwash '! 

The concept of god was very useful in 
three ways i It made It possible to answer 
any challenging querry by calling it "god's 



will" and " god's creation"; to create a 
sanction for moral conduct in the form of 
' hope of heaven ' and * fear of hell' and 
lastly to provide themes for dancing, painting 
sculpture and other fine arts In spite ofits 
usefulness, this concept of god and religion, 
having been created on abstract grounds. Is a 
fraud. Therefore, like all other frauds. It 
should be exposed and thrown to the winds. 
Not only will this satisfy our conscience, but 
it will definitely free humanity from the vice- 
like clutches of meutuily deranged, money- 
hungry godmen and charlatans. 

As regards the ■ fraudmen ' who are ou ( 
to cheat the people for monetary gains, much 
has been said and written about them and 
almost all their tricks of the trade have been 
revealed The magical appearance of 'holy 
ash ', • Seiko ' watches and other articles is 
due lo mere sleight of hand. If these self- 
styled 'bhagwans* really possess divine 
powers, why don't they try producing some 
big object like a pumpkin which can't be 
hidden in long Mowing robes? 

When it is obvious that our ' miracle- 
men ■ are only skilful magicians, the million, 
dollar question i* — why do they still have 
such a large following? Isn't ft a cr>ing 
shame that even highly qualified ' scientists ' 
support thern on a totally unscleotific basis? 
After seeing such educated and supposedly 
sensible' people behaving so Irrationally, 
one can't really blame the common man. 

Finally a word about those godmen who 
themselves have been ' indoctrinated ' by 
their ancestors and are now brainwashing the 
masses. ' Let us forgive them for they know 
not what they speak \ 

One can only hope that the government 
will recogoise the potential threat that the 
presence of these godmen poses to the nation. 
We certainly don't w-nt a repeat perfor- 
mance of what, happened to the People's 
Temple cult in Guyana. a 
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THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE 

Little Mcena was not convioced when 
her teacher said that the hare would finally 
overtake the tortoise, 

" You said that the tortoise was a thou- 
sand metres ahead, " said Mcena. 

" Yes." replied the teachar, " but the 
hare runs ten times as fats as the tortoise- " 

" That makes little difference. Sir; by 
the time the bare covers those thousand 
metres, the tortoise would have gone ahead 
by a hundred." 

-That's right" 

•« Whtlt the hare Is over with this 
hundred, the tortoise would have covered ten 
metres more. When ihe hare makes up these 
ten, the tortoise would have managed 
another metre. By the time the hare covers 
this one whole metre the tortoise would be 
leading by one-tenth of a metre. And while 
the hare is still at It, the tortoise covers 
another onehundrrdth, and so on. I agree 
that the lead Is diminishing and if you carry 
on. it may reduce to one-millioolh of a metre 
or even less but the haie will always be 
lagging behind." 

"No, Meena, that tan't be right as by 
the time the hare covers two thousand metres, 
the tortoise covers just two hundred and 
would thus be eight hundred metres behind." 

"Well, Sir, let's not jump to conclusions. 
I have just explained to you the way I look at 
the problem and... — " 



" But that's not the right approach to 
the problem, " interrupted the teacher.** 

" How do you say that your approach Is 
right and mine is not ?" 

Any comments ? 

RULES t 

1. The entries skould be received on or 
before 15—7—79. 

2. There is a prize of books worth Ri.TO 
to be sent to the winner. If there is more 
than one correct entry the prize will be 
divided equally. 

3. Readers are requested to quote their 
Membership Number or subscription no. 

SOLUTION FOR TEST FOR RLASON 
No. 20. 

Sines totally 30 Inmates are married 
("clue I) and 15 of them are married sewaks 
(clue 6), the married Sevlkas are 15. Since 
the total nurrbrrof Sevikas Is 30 fcluc I), the 
unmarried Sevikas are also 1 5 in number. 

The total number of sevikas above V 
years of age is 24 — 12 — 12 (clues ? and 5' 
According to clue 4, the number of marries 



WHO IS GUILTY 

A Ganga in Patna abducted school 
children and supplied them at Rs. 20/- a 
night to people in high places. One boy 
recovered by the police, took them to a hide- 
out where the raiding party found a constabU 
" making love ** to two minors. The boy), 
were taken into custody, while the amorous 
constable was let off. 

(INDIA TODAY) 
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Scvikas who arc above 25 years of age is also 
11(19 — 7). Thus there is no uumarried 
Sevika who is more than 25 years of age. 

The following who have sent correct 
answers share the prize : 

1. Dr. J.C.B. Abraham, Madurat. 

2. Mr. R. Achyuta. Hanumankonda. 

3. Mr. Chandran, Baroda. 

4. Mr. A. Jayasheela, Andar. 

5. Mr. R. Laksbminarayanan, 

Bangalore. 

6. Ms P. Meenakumarl, Madurai. 

7. Mr. V. Murugappan, Madras. 

8. Mr- B. Padmanabban, Madras. 

9. Mr. G. Pandian, Madras. 
10 Mr. G. Pushkaran, Shillong. 

11. Mr. S. Tbiriiguanaaambandao. 
Madras. 

SOLUTION FOR TEST FOR REASON 

No. 21. 

In 40 days the pasture provides 16C0 
feeds and In 60 days 1800 fe^ds. Thus 2» 
growth on the pasture allows for 200 
exira feeds or. alternatively, enough grass 
prows every day to feed 10 cows. Conse- 
quently, the quantity of grass on the pasture 
before the cows start grazing is enough for 
(K00 — *0 x 10> or US0O — 60x10) i.e. 
1200 fcedi. 

We have already seen that the daily 
growth is adequate to feed 10 cows endlessly. 
So. out of 20 cows the remaining 10 would 
lake 120 d»ys to consume the 1 100 feeds that 
already exit on the pasture Hence, the 
pasture would last 1*0 days if 20 cows were to 
graze on It. 

The following who have sent correct 
answers share the prize : 

1. Mr Chandran, Baroda. 

2. Mr. R. Lakshminarayanan, Banga- 

lore. 

3. Mr. G. R. Menon, Ahmedabad. 



Continued from page No. 201 

them. He explained that today's youth are 
poisoned by the total system of educationr 

On toe spot questions raised by various 
members were convincingly answered by the 
l.R.A president while Prof. Pathak answered 
the questions raised by Mr. D.V. Vaswani. 

The Baroda Rationalist As«oclatlon was 
formally Inagurated by the President of I R.A 
and a Managing Committee consisting cfsix 
members was unanimously elected as 
follows : — 

1. Mr- C. Sadanandan (Convenor) 

2. Mr. P. P. Shab 

3. Mr. C Bhaskaran 

4. Mr. C. Chandran 

5. Mr. K.M. Purushothaman 

6. Mr. Sanat O Mehta 

The Meeting concluded with ■ vota of 
thanks proposed by Mr. K. M. Puru- 
shothaman. 

HOW OLD IS THE WHEEL ? 

Nobody knows and most likely we will 
never know the name of the person who 
invented the wheel But even so. it might to 
possible to date the invention. Archaeolo- 
gists found the oldest wheeled carriage In the 
world in Mesopotamia — it is 5 ?00 year* old. 
And recently. Soviet Archaeologists 
unearthed fragments of a wooden wheel In 
ihe Crimea, which is at least 4.500 years old. 
The expedition led by V. Korpusova has 
found several other wheels belonging to 
different epochs. 
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Other Members and well-wishes are earnestl) requested 
to rush thrir generous duaationk 

Mi. 5. V. VASUNDMRA, 
Treasurer, I R.A. 
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Va heartily welcome the following New Members 


to I. 
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LIFE MfcMBLRS . 










LM-61 ... Mr. Justice R A. Jahagirdar 






Bombay (Maharashtra) 




LMF— 5 Mr C. Doraiswaruy 






Chicago i U.S. A. 




ORDINARY MEMBERS 








■ 


M-4y6 Mr. C. V. K. Nair. B.Com., 






Alleppey (Kerala) 




M— 4*7 Mr. D. Sriolvasan B.A. 






Madras (familnadu; 
>4«Uras ( ram'llnadu) 
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M-498 Mr. B. K. Viiial. B.A. 
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SM— 62 Mr. P, Ravi K.umar 






Vijayawada (A. P.) 
N syyeli ( lamilnadu) 
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SM— 63 Mr. P. Suresh 
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SURY ANARAYANA. 
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Secretary. I, R. a. 
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By S. V. GANESAN 



I&IUSI 



HAVE YOU RESERVED 



CKETS FOR THE NlGH^) jvp*nuauJi 



tyMYTHOLOGtCkL 






SEXOLOGY l-OR SELF-MYTHOLOGY FOR OTHERS 

Next Issue . . 

Special Number on Children 

Containing Special Articles from your favourite authors . . . 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD 

—Mr. Y. A Lokhaodwala. Bombay 

SIX GIFTS FOR YOUR CHILDREN 

— Ms. Margaret R. Bhattv, Bombay 

CATCH THEM YOUNG 

— Mr. R. Lakshminarsyanan. Bangalore 

A SURVEY OF CHILDREN'S CONCEPT OF 



GOD AND RELIGION 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. PRLM NATH B, 

-Mr. C". a. Sea ad I Madra* 

Alto Short Stones and other regular features 
with emphasis on Children 
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